
 

 

 

 
 
 
22nd May, 2020  
 
 
To Whom it May Concern 
 
Re: Small Halls and Big Skies 
 
 
It is with the utmost pleasure that I write in support of Shelly Brown’s application for funding for her 
unique and beautifully personal project “Small Halls and Big Skies”. 
 
I write in my capacity as Executive Director of the Northern Rivers Conservatorium, the largest single 
provider of quality music education in the Northern Rivers. The Northern Rivers Conservatorium is one 
of seventeen regional conservatoriums across NSW funded through the Regional Conservatorium Grants 
Program.   
 
Shelly Brown has a long standing and ongoing relationship with the Northern Rivers Conservatorium.  
She is a graduate of the Conservatorium’s Diploma of Music, has taught in the Community Music 
department and in immersion projects such as the Lennox Head Music Camp.  She is the recipient of a 
number of Dolphin Awards for best female artist.  As a performer, songwriter, educator and human 
Shelly is warm, engaging, generous and effervescent.  Shelly was a feature songwriter and performer for 
the Conservatorium’s Silver Jubilee Celebrations in 2016, an open-air multi-media event presenting 
original choral and orchestral work conducted by the late Richard Gill. 
 
Shelly’s creativity and talent is matched only by her big-heartedness. When Shelly first told me about 
her project, asking only for a letter of support, I was so inspired and excited by “Small Halls and Big 
Skies” that I immediately committed $1,500 in funding from the Northern Rivers Conservatorium.  
 
I fully endorse the Shelly Brown’s application and recommend her as a more than worthy recipient.  I 
therefore urge the selection panel approve the “Small Halls and Big Skies” project for funding support. 

Yours truly 

 

Anita Bellman 
Executive Director, Northern Rivers Conservatorium 

President, Association of NSW Regional Conservatoriums 
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