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Your place in music

22" May, 2020

To Whom it May Concern

Re: Small Halls and Big Skies

It is with the utmost pleasure that | write in support of Shelly Brown’s application for funding for her
unique and beautifully personal project “Small Halls and Big Skies”.

| write in my capacity as Executive Director of the Northern Rivers Conservatorium, the largest single
provider of quality music education in the Northern Rivers. The Northern Rivers Conservatorium is one
of seventeen regional conservatoriums across NSW funded through the Regional Conservatorium Grants
Program.

Shelly Brown has a long standing and ongoing relationship with the Northern Rivers Conservatorium.
She is a graduate of the Conservatorium’s Diploma of Music, has taught in the Community Music
department and in immersion projects such as the Lennox Head Music Camp. She is the recipient of a
number of Dolphin Awards for best female artist. As a performer, songwriter, educator and human
Shelly is warm, engaging, generous and effervescent. Shelly was a feature songwriter and performer for
the Conservatorium’s Silver Jubilee Celebrations in 2016, an open-air multi-media event presenting
original choral and orchestral work conducted by the late Richard Gill.

Shelly’s creativity and talent is matched only by her big-heartedness. When Shelly first told me about
her project, asking only for a letter of support, | was so inspired and excited by “Small Halls and Big
Skies” that | immediately committed $1,500 in funding from the Northern Rivers Conservatorium.

| fully endorse the Shelly Brown’s application and recommend her as a more than worthy recipient. |
therefore urge the selection panel approve the “Small Halls and Big Skies” project for funding support.

Yours truly

[N oo

Anita Bellman
Executive Director, Northern Rivers Conservatorium

President, Association of NSW Regional Conservatoriums
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To whom it may concern,

My name is Lloyd Spiegel. | am a touring musician as well as being the artist relations manager
and research and development advisor for Cole Clark Guitars. | am writing in support of my friend
and colleague Shelly Brown.

| have known Shelly for around ten years. We have worked together both as artists and educators
and I've found her to be a passionate, highly talented and motivated person who inspires those
around her. | absolutely include myself as one of them.

Through her music, writing, teaching and podcasts, Shelly’s approaches her connections with
others and everything she does with kindness, professionalism and honesty.

In the time I've known her, Shelly has created and joined a number of projects and has been
fiercely driven to complete each one to the high standard she holds herself to.

As an artist, Shelly is gifted, but more importantly, she has never rested on that gift.
She is an outstanding songwriter and vocalist and is constantly building on her abilities and
exploring new creative avenues.

While my association with Shelly hasn’t involved her family’s work, she speaks of her family
business and her father’s role in the Australian aviation industry with the same passion and
excitement she does her music. Her ‘Big Skies and Small Halls’ project sounds intriguing and there
is nobody better qualified to tell that story.

| am happy to be contacted at any time if you require any further information.
Lloyd Spiegel

ANMI/Cole Clark Guitars

Australian Native Musical Instruments Pty Ltd
Trading as Cole Clark Guitars
ABN 80 097 893 582
7 Clare Street,
Bayswater, Victoria 3153
Tel: +61 3 9720 1696 Fax: +61 3 9720 2621
Email: accounts@coleclarkguitars.com
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Rous Mill and Daistrict Memorial Hall
Rous Mill Road, Rous Mzll

To Whom It May Concern, 19" May, 2020

My name is Miriam O’Grady and | am a teacher of 35 years.

| am also one of the conveners of the monthly Rous Mill Hall Unplugged nights, various
Music evenings and other events conducted at our Small Hall.

| have a keen interest in promoting local music and events, both amateur and
professional.

| have known Shelly Brown for over 15 years and | have had the pleasure to witness her
teach, facilitate and create some extraordinary projects and albums. | have found her to
be extremely competent at planning, overseeing, and completing her projects.

She also recognizes challenging issues and problems, and proves herself to take above
and beyond measures to consider and execute handling these issues within a project.

| have experienced this first hand, having attended several of her workshops, song-
writing/ music initiates and live performances at our / other venues. | have also watched
her mentor and support other up and coming artists. She is outstanding.

Shelly is a stunning songwriter and | have no doubt that she will make an outstanding
contribution to the fabric of the Australian soundtrack.

Shelly's father was an incredibly inspiring human. His inventions, designs and projects
always presented original and thoroughly interesting creations to our time. He changed
the Australian Aviation industry, with his designs, interaction with the Civil Aviation
Safety Authority and his contribution to Australian Aviation.

Shelly's previous work with podcasting has proven to be of an exceptional standard. Her
tone and manner are warm, inviting, interesting and relatable.

| look forward to her Big Skies and Small Halls Project coming to fruition.

If you would like a personal reference over the phone, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Yours Sincerely,

Miriam O’Grady

Rous Mill Hall Committee (Secretary)
Milling Around Rous Committee

Mob: 0407983223
Rous Mill and District Memorial Hall
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